
Behavioral Health Bridge Housing (BHBH) Program
Office Hours

Hosted by Advocates for Human Potential
September 6, 2023



DHCS Welcome
Kansa Foster
Behavioral Health Expansion Branch

Community Services Division

Department of Health Care Services
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Land Acknowledgement
Sarah Caligiuri, CEO/Co-Founder NARS
Western Shoshone

3



From the BHBH Program Tribal Entities RFA Team
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Amanda Barrios Griggs
Senior Program Manager,
BHBH Tribal Project Lead

Cheryl Wilcox
AHP Senior Consultant, 
Tribal Behavioral Health

Sarah Caligiuri 
 NARS CEO, 

Principal Consultant



Agenda

 Brief Overview of 
BHBH Program Tribal Entities RFA

 Purpose of Office Hours
 Open Forum
 Overview of Track 1 & 2 

applications
 Closing
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Behavioral Health Bridge Housing 
(BHBH) Program Overview

California’s Department of Health Care Services 
(DHCS) will provide a total of $1.5 billion in 
funding to county behavioral health agencies and 
tribal entities to operate bridge housing settings 
to address the immediate and sustainable housing 
needs of people experiencing homelessness who 
have serious behavioral health conditions, 
including a serious mental illness (SMI) and/or 
substance use disorder (SUD). 
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Application Deadline: September 15, 2023 at 4:00 P.M. PST
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Purpose and Priorities of the BHBH Program

 The BHBH Program provides funding for operational and supportive 
services, not covered under other funding sources, to expand 
bridge housing implementation.

 The following priorities drive the implementation of the BHBH Program:
 This is a critical need, and the focus is on immediate and sustainable solutions.
 Collaboration will complement ongoing state, county, and Tribal efforts 

to address homelessness.
 BHBH Program settings will provide supportive services and housing 

navigation to assist people who have serious behavioral health conditions and 
are experiencing homelessness.
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Track 1 and Track 2: Overview 

Total BHBH 
Program 
Funding: 

$50M

Track 1: Planning Grant
• Funding Request: $150,000
• Term: through December 31, 2024

Track 2: Implementation Grant
• Maximum Funding Request: $5M
• Term: through March 31, 2027

If you want to do both 
planning and implementation:
• Apply under Track 2: Implementation

Application Deadline: September 15, 2023 at 4:00 P.M. PST
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Purpose of Office Hours

General topics for this session:
 Understanding the application process  
 Budget requirements 
 Troubleshooting issues 

While encouraging applications for the BHBH Program, this presentation 
is about bridge housing services and how they can be developed. It is 

not intended to provide specific recommendations for the
BHBH Program Tribal Entities RFA.



Open Forum for Questions
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Behavioral Health Bridge Housing 
(BHBH) Application Guide

ACCESS THE ONLINE PORTAL

https://buildingcaldata.smapply.us/prog/BHBH_TribalEntities/


Application Procedures

Application Portal
The BHBH Program application uses a fillable form on an online application portal hosted by 
SurveyMonkey Apply.

You will be asked to upload documents including:
❑ organizational chart
❑ budget
❑ budget narrative
❑ necessary supporting documentation  

We recommend downloading the application and drafting responses 
prior to working in SurveyMonkey Apply.
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https://buildingcaldata.smapply.us/prog/BHBH_TribalEntities/


Application Procedures

Accommodations
DHCS will provide assistive services such as reading or writing assistance and 
conversion of the RFA, questions and answers, RFA addenda, or other 
Administrative Notices to Braille, large print, audiocassette, or computer disk as 
needed. To request copies of written materials in an alternate format, please send 
an email to BHBHinfo@ahpnet.com or call (323) 545-6202.
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mailto:BHBHinfo@ahpnet.com


Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 1: Visit the BHBH Program 
Tribal Entities RFA website. 

• Click “Apply Now” to go to the 
SurveyMonkey Apply webpage.
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https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/tribes/
https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/tribes/


Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 2: Ensure the page is titled 
Behavioral Health Bridge Housing 
(BHBH) Program Tribal Entities 
Request for Applications (RFA) 
and review the welcome 
information.

15



Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 3: After clicking “Apply”, 
you will be asked to name your 
application. Please use the name 
of the organization applying for 
funding. Click “Create 
Application.”
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Your Tribal Entity Name



Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 4: Sign in with an existing 
SurveyMonkey Apply account or 
register a new account
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Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 5: (Optional) Select “Add 
Collaborators” to allow others to 
contribute or view this application.
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Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 6: Click “Application Form” 
to continue the application 
process

• You can exit and return using this 
link: BHBH_TribalEntities
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https://buildingcaldata.smapply.us/prog/BHBH_TribalEntities/


Part 1: Accessing the 
Application

• Step 7: We recommend 
downloading the application and 
drafting responses prior to 
working in SurveyMonkey.
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Part 2: Application 
Questions

• Step 8: Complete the application 
form

• Required Organizational 
Information – Select tribal entity 
type: For more information, 
please use the links provided.

• Tribal Entity Name 
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• 501(c)(3) Status: Choose 'Yes' if 
your organization has 501(c)(3) 
status. Otherwise, select 'No' or 
'N/A' as applicable.

• Mailing Address 
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Telephone Number 
• Fax Number: If applicable, enter 

your organization's fax number.
• Website: If your organization has 

a website, provide the URL.
• Primary/secondary contact 

person information
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Funding Track: Select the BHBH 
Program funding track you are 
applying for:
 Track 1: Planning Grant
 Track 2: Implementation 

Grant
Application questions will differ 

between Tracks 1 & 2
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 1 – Executive Summary

• Ensure that you select “Save & 
Continue Editing” occasionally, 
before clicking “Next”
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 2 – Community/Need for 
Assistance

• Ensure that you select “Save & 
Continue Editing” occasionally, 
before clicking “Next”
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 3 – Experience 

• Ensure that you select “Save & 
Continue Editing” occasionally, 
before clicking “Next”
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions-

Branch question: Follow-up 
question will appear after selecting 
“Yes” or “No”
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4a. Yes

4b. No



Part 2: Application 
Instructions

Track 2 Only
• Branch question: Follow-up 

question will appear after 
selecting “No”
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Track 2



Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 4 - Proposed Planning 
Process

• Ensure that you select “Save & 
Continue Editing” occasionally, 
before clicking “Next”
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Track 1



Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 4 – Proposed 
Implementation 

• Select all activities you plan to 
implement and provide a brief 
description for each
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Track 2



Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 5 – Project Management

• Upload necessary information.

• Ensure that you select “Save & 
Continue Editing” occasionally, 
before clicking “Next”
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Section 6 – Proposed Budget/ 
Budget Narrative 

• Upload budget (Excel)

• Upload budget narrative
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Part 3: Understanding the 
Budget Documents

Track 1 Budget Template.

Download the budget template and 
complete the fillable form. Save your 
document and upload it with the 
application. 
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https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/bhbh-tribal-entity-track-1-planning-budget-6-14-2023_508/
https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/bhbh-tribal-entity-track-1-planning-budget-6-14-2023_508/


Part 3: Understanding the 
Budget Documents

Track 2 Budget Template. 

Download the budget template and 
complete the fillable form. Save your 
document and upload it with the 
application. 
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https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/bhbh-tribal-entity-track-2-implementation-budget/
https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/bhbh-tribal-entity-track-2-implementation-budget/


Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Step 9: Review and Mark As 
Complete

• Once you have completed 
reviewing all sections of your 
application, select “Mark As 
Complete”

YOUR APPLICATION IS NOT 
YET SUBMITTED 
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Step 10: Submit Application

• You must click the “Submit” 
button to complete your 
application. 
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Part 2: Application 
Instructions

• Step 11: You will receive a 
confirmation by email within 24 
hours of application submission.

If you do not receive an email 
confirming submission of your 
application, it is not submitted.
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Need Help?

✔ FAQs will be posted on the BHBH Program website. If you are not able to find an answer to 
your question, please submit it to the Tribal Entities RFA Help Desk.

✔ You may also request a consultation through the Tribal Entities RFA Help Desk form.

✔ Visit the BHBH Program Website Resources Page and searchable library.

Behavioral Health Bridge Housing (BHBH) Program 
Tribal Entities RFA Help Desk
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https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/tribes/#faq_anchor
https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/tribes/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2e4d38ff3f794d079b6c59dd6cf5028c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2e4d38ff3f794d079b6c59dd6cf5028c
https://bridgehousing.buildingcalhhs.com/resources/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2e4d38ff3f794d079b6c59dd6cf5028c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2e4d38ff3f794d079b6c59dd6cf5028c


Thank You
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